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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting  
 

Wednesday 18th February 2018 
Sheffield Transport Sports Club 

 
 

1. Opening remarks of the President 
John McGleave welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked everyone for being 
there.  He also gave thanks to the Committee as the league is now an all year round 
job as we have taken over the Winter League.  Also the mini leagues which was set 
up by Jess has now been taken over by John and Mark.  This year the committee is 
also assisting with the finance of the mini red matches and thanked everyone for the 
help in getting matches played.  
 
 

2. Apologies 
 

Apologies had been received from:  
 
Diane Watson, Weston Park  
Isobel Hossack, Doncaster LTC 
Martin Gilmour, Ecclesall LTC 
Danielle Jackson, Chesterfield LTC 
Chris Jones, Past President. 
 

 
3. Minutes of the AGM held on 21st February 2017 

The minutes for the AGM held on 21st February 2017 were formally approved.   
 
4. Matters arising from the 2017 AGM 

There were no matters arising. 
 

5. Report of General Secretary  
The General Secretary, Mark Busby, reported that it had again been a very busy 
year.   
 
• There have been seven committee meetings plus AGM and Council Meeting.  
 
• There have been the usual number of general enquiries from club secretaries 

and others through the website enquiries or direct to me. 
 
• The administration for the two coaching grant scheme “windows” has again 

been done by Jessica Redfearn, 8 applications in September totalling £1050. 
 
• We are in to the 2nd year of the sponsorship deal Slazenger/Dunlop. I would 



 

 

like to thank all clubs that purchased Slazenger or Dunlop balls through 
Duece, as we have minimum level of 1080 dozen per year which we have 
achieved. Unfortunately, the price of balls is going up this year, Penny at 
Duece has however strived to get the best possible price.  

 
•  Unfortunately this year 2 trophies have been lost and this wasn’t apparent 

until they were required for engraving this year. The trophies obviously have a 
monetary value but they also hold the history of the Division they belonged to. 
Please ensure great care is taken with the trophies. 

 
• The new website has been a great success and thanks to Jess Redfearn for 

all her hard work. On the whole, online entry of match results has been 
embraced by all, so thank you all for this. A few areas for improvement will be 
discussed later. 

 
• The Junior Tournament has had a successful year and thanks to Sue, Fay 

and the team. 
 
• It has been a difficult year for the Senior Tournament and plans are being put 

in place to increase the participation and I would ask everybody if they could 
help Kevin Folger and us to increase the entry this year. 

 
 
Lastly, thanks to all club secretaries, coaches, team captains and parent helpers for 
all their hard work this year. 
 
  

 
6. Report of Treasurer and presentation of accounts for the year to 31st December 

2017 
 
 

Kay Rollings presented the Accounts, which showed a profit of almost £4K. 
 
Items to note :-  
 

 Fines remain quite high at over £1k again… These will be invoiced in the April 
invoices. Average is £42 and only Millhouses incurred no fines at all.. 

 The sponsorship has gone up as we have a new deal with Dunlop 
 We received £1.1k from the Winter League. 
 Spending on the website is much lower than last year, with just a few changes 

going through, including one that brings us in line with GDPR.  
 Coaching grants much lower this season, and thankfully none of the 

committee resigned and so no gratuities. Incidentally , at last years AGM I 
said we would discuss Gratuities at our committee meeting. We did discuss it 
and decided we would cease to do this as a matter of course.  

 Income from the senior tournament was much lower than normal, with entries 
down , whilst many of the costs remaining fixed ( printing, referee fees etc), 
However the dinner and the junior tournament both made a profit.  

 On the balance sheet, I have written off the trophies, because £175 didn’t 
really cover their full value! The debtors is the fines that will be issued in April.  

 Bank balance at bank at the end of the year was £17,855. 
 
 
Your committee feel a little uneasy about being so profitable, but bear in mind that the 
profit is buoyed by the Winter League income, and the coaching grants were low. We 
are getting extremely good rates from Bob for engraving and he keeps threatening to 
retire.. so it may be our costs could go up . Nevertheless if you have any ideas that 



 

 

you feel we should support as an organisation, please let one of the committee know.  
 
Given our financial results this year, we don’t propose any changes to our fees.. and 
bear in mind in this years invoices you will be charged a team fee for the Winter 
League teams you fielded this year.  
 
A few thanks  
 
Malcolm our auditor,  
The tournament organisers, and Jess for collecting all the money in to pass onto me.  
The sponsors Dunlop, and the advertisers on our website  
All the clubs who pay promptly and don’t require chasing up.   

 
7. Election of Officers 

The Officers and committee were elected in accordance with the constitution.   
 
President:        John McGleave (Moorgate) 
General Secretary:       Mark Busby (Moorgate) 
Treasurer:        Kay Rollings (Grove) 
Auditor         Malcolm Lindley  
Website co-ordinator:       Jessica Redfearn (Fullwood) 
League Secretary:                       Kevin Beaton (Doncaster) 
Past President       Trevor Ward (Grove) 
Sheffield YLTA representative    Martin Gilmour (Ecclesall) 
Elected member                         Paul Hattersley (Thorncliffe)  
 
It will be a matter for the committee to consider if any co-opted members are 
required. 

 
 
8. Subscriptions for 2017 
 

The Treasurer had proposed that affiliation and team fees for 2018 should remain the 
same as in 2017.  The proposal was carried unanimously. 

   
9. Applications for membership/withdrawal 

No applications or withdrawals for membership. 
 
10. Changes to Rules/Bye-Laws 

There are a number of proposed rule changes for the meeting to consider: 1, 2, 3, 4 
and 5 are proposed by the Management Committee and 6 is proposed by Buxton 
Tennis Club.  
 
 
1. Proposed New By-law 9c. Non-fulfilment of fixture 

A team withdrawing from a league after the fixtures have been published shall 
be fined £20. 
 
Mick Mason commented that he didn’t see the need to fine as appropriate.   
 
Kay Rollings commented fines for non-completion of the last two matches is 
£20 and a match is £10 and the proposed fines need to be consistent with 
this. 
 
Kevin Folger commented that there is considerable work required putting the 
fixtures together, which would require redoing if a team withdrew. 
 
The proposal was carried by the majority.  



 

 

 
2. Proposed New By-law 22e. Men’s, Ladies’ and Saturday mixed matches 

In the event that both teams can only field two pairs, and the rubbers are level 
at the completion of the match then sets won will be counted to decide the 
winning team.  If sets won are also equal then games won will be counted.  If 
games won are equal the match shall be declared a draw. 
 
The proposal was carried by the majority. 

 
3. Proposed New By-law 23c. Midweek Mixed and Late Summer Ladies 

Matches 
If a team can only field one pair then they concede the match. 
 
The proposal was carried by the majority. 

  
4. Proposed New By-law 24b. Late Summer Men’s League 

If a team can only field one pair then they concede the match. 
 
The proposal was carried by the majority. 

 
5. By-Law 15. Inclement weather 

Current wording: 
No re-arranged matches will be permitted during the week of the Association’s 
Senior Tournament. 

 
New wording: 
Re-arranged league matches may only be played in the Senior Tournament 
week with the agreement of the Management Committee and only in 
exceptional circumstances. 
 
Kevin Folger commented that this directly conflicts with the Senior 
Tournament and the desire to increase participation plus this may take up 
court time that would be required for the Senior Tournament. 
 
Bob Lamb also raised the issue of getting more players in the tournament.   
 
It was discussed that this would only happen in exceptional circumstances 
and the management committee would consult the Senior Tournament 
Secretary. 
 
This proposal was carried by the majority. 
 
 

6. By-law 26g. Winter League 
Current wording: 
Matches shall comprise two sets (tie break to 7 at 6 all).  A men's and 
women's doubles followed by two mixed doubles rubbers. In the event of the 
rubber standing at one set all a tie break to 10 (2 clear points) shall be played 
to decide the rubber.  This tie break is to be treated as a new set but recorded 
as ONE game on the scorecard (NB the number of sets for the rubber should 
be shown as 1 -1).   The Official LTA Tie Break shall be played in all sets at 6 
all.  
 
Additional wording: 
If the score in the final rubber(s) reaches 1 set all, and if in the opinion of 
both captains there is insufficient light to continue meaningful play, then 
the rubber may be recorded as halved. 
 



 

 

Kevin Beaton commented that you could get teams manipulating this and he 
feels the current rules cover this scenario. 
 
Anne from Buxton commented that this had happened to their team twice this 
season. 
 
The proposal was rejected by the majority. 
 

 
 
The meeting closed at 8.10 pm 
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