
 
Minutes of the Council Meeting 

 
Wednesday 25th October 2017 

Sheffield Transport Sports Club, Meadowhead 

 
Present:   
President – John McGleave 
Members of the Management Committee 
Members of affiliated clubs 
 
1. Opening remarks by the President of the Association – John McGleave 

John welcomed everyone and thanked them for their attendance. 
  
2. Apologies for absence 

Lulu Pinney 
Alex Ritchie 
Audrey Stanton 

 
3. Minutes of Council Meeting held on 21st February 2017 

The minutes of the Council Meeting held on 21st February 2017 were formally 
approved. 
 

4. Matters arising 
 There were no matters arising 
  
5. Reports on 2017 season 
 1. Senior League report – Kevin Beaton 
  

All the clubs have received the final league positions for the Summer Leagues 2017. 

This is the first season that the clubs have had responsibility for entering the results 
and in the main this has worked successfully with only a few minor problems. 

However, the match cards have not always been sent in promptly this year, and in 
fact, a very few where not actually sent in at all. I am assuming that this is because, 
unlike in previous years, results can be entered by the clubs without actually sending 
in the score card. 

There is still a significant problem with the accuracy with which score cards are being 
completed. 

This year there were errors in regard to the totals of rubbers, sets and games in a 
total of 88 different matches. That related to 41 matches in men’s matches, 21 in 
Ladies matches and 26 in mixed matches. 



Very few of these errors were actually disputed via the website as both team captains 
had signed the match card to signify that they agreed with the score. 

There were 11 instances in the various leagues this year whereby either promotion or 
relegation was decided on the percentage of rubbers won. 

This fact shows why it is really important that the home teams do send in a 
copy of the match card.  

During the summer season there were 30 matches where one of the teams conceded 
and in addition there were four teams that withdrew after the fixtures had been 
prepared.  

There were 8 teams that entered the Rowlinson Cup this year but unfortunately there 
were only three matches played out of the possible seven. The final was won by 
Fulwood. I think that the future of this competition needs to be discussed, as in its 
current form, it does not seem a viable competition.  

The Winter Leagues have now started and there have been a few problems with 
submitting and entering results. 

As of yesterday, in the Winter Sunday League only a single result had been entered 
and one fixture had somehow been removed from the website. However, on a 
positive note there is only a single card outstanding. 

In the Winter Saturday League there are five missing score cards and 13 matches still 
to be entered on the website. 

 
 
2. Junior League report – Mark Busby 
 
Thank you all for bearing with John and I this year in the organising of the junior 
league, Margaret is a hard act to follow! The season reached its conclusion without 
any major interruptions.  The full season ran from 7 May to 16 July with most teams 
having a minimum of 6 fixtures throughout this time.  
 
Result cards have come in well with most being sent electronically.  The recording of 
names and especially BTM numbers have been much improved.  This year I inputted 
all the results but hopefully next summer we will return to the clubs being able to input 
results online.  
  
Slight areas for improvement would be communication within clubs and sometimes 
parents have been left in charge without being informed or finding out what is 
expected of them and what the procedures and formats were. 
 
There have been no adverse comments about behaviour which is good. And reports 
of some great matches taking place.   
                     
Thanks go to the junior organisers, especially the parents who took on this role, for 
their work and commitment throughout the season. 
 
The winners and runners up of the leagues were as follows: 
                                Winners.                            Runners-Up 
18&U.                 Wheatley Hills.                        Moorgate 
 
15&U Div 1         Doncaster                               Hallamshire A 
15&U Div 2.        Wheatley Hills   .                     Grove 
15&U Div 3.        Welbeck                                  Hallamshire B 



 
12&U.Div 1.        Hallamshire A                          Abbeydale 
12&U Div 2.        Barnsley                                  Moorgate 
12&U. Div 3.       Beauchief    .                           Hallam Grange 
 
The winter Mini league has just commenced with teams entered in Red, Orange and 
Green categories. 
 
Also the Junior Winter league is in full swing with 10 Clubs entering teams in the two 
categories 14U & 16U. 
  
There is going to be a Junior Presentation Evening at Doncaster Tennis Club on 
Thursday the 2nd November from 7:00 pm to 9:00 p.m. 
 
John McGleave reiterated the need for more supervision at junior matches. 

 
3. Senior Tournament report – Kevin Folger 
 
Kevin outlined that it was a disappointing year for the senior tournaments as only 
50% of the events took place.  There were 68 entries instead of the 150 last year. 
However good competitive tennis took place aided by good weather.  The date for 
next year will be 24th to the 30th June 2018 and closing date of the 11th June 2018. 
 
Due to the entry this year the tournament will be overhauled with the following 
suggestions to be reviewed; 

 Online entry and payment 
 Making the main single and double events an open event. 
 Kevin reiterated the need for clubs to keep encouraging players to enter the 

senior tournament. 
 

4. Junior Tournament – Sue Pugh 
 
First I will start by saying that Fay and I had a very enjoyable five days during the 
junior tournament week, this was despite John Andrews convincing us that rain would 
not be one of the problems we would be confronted with. Fay isn’t here today but the 
smooth running of the tournament was generally down to her amazing organisational 
skills, I have no doubts that without her it would have been a rather different story.  
We had 119 entrants, just 4 down on last years which had been the highest for the 
past ten years. The number of entries i.e. the participation in all the events was up by 
21 at 201. Significantly the 12&U and 14&U boys events were up on numbers but the 
16&U and 18&U boys were notably down. Most pleasing was the increase in girls 
entering the 16&U and 18&U events where the numbers were up throughout  
 
There were plenty of new faces in the finals this year with Josh Bows from Moorgate 
standing out amongst everyone, winning all three 14&U events, these being the boys 
singles, boys doubles with Daniel Porter and mixed doubles with Emily Busby, he 
also won the 16&U singles, but that wasn’t the end of his success as we had no 
choice other than to present him with the Alan Jessop outstanding performance 
award and the most promising newcomer award.   
 
The other 18&U events were won by Reuben Newman-Billington in the boys singles, 
Thomas Higgins and Will Scott in the boys doubles and Ruby May Broadhurst and 
Jasmine Brown in the girls doubles. The 18&U and 16&U girls singles were both 
contested by Elenore Lake and Jasmine Brown with Elenore winning the 18&U and 
Jasmine taking the 16&U. 
The 14&U singles was won by Abbygale Hodkin who had won the 12&U the previous 
year, with Emily Busby and Megan Cinco winning the 14&U girls doubles. 



The Cheetham sisters from Doncaster Tennis Club were on form this year with Aimee 
taking the 12&U girls title and her sister Emily winning the 9&U event. The 9&U mixed 
was won by Owen Thomson. Thomas Everest-Wilcock continued to show winning 
form from last year by taking the 10&U mixed title. Blyth Brock and Sebastian 
Concannon both entered the tournament for the first time and won the 10&U girls and 
12&U boys respectively.  
 
A big thank you to both Tom Buchan and Jane Willis who were invaluable with their 
help throughout the tournament, it would have been an impossible task without them 
as both Fay and I had to take one day off each during the week due to other 
commitments. We must also mention all our other volunteers including the two John’s 
(Andrews and McGleave), more so to John Andrews who kept us on the straight and 
narrow with all his help and advice, to Penny, Rob, Julie, Pam, Laura and Reuben (all 
from Graves) Ray (Hallamshire), Richard (Ecclesall), Jackie and Jan (Dore & Totley), 
Jess (Fulwood) and Lena. 
 
Thank you to both Beauchief and Ecclesall for once again letting us use your clubs 
throughout the week and also to Abbeydale Tennis Club and Graves Health and 
Sports Centre for helping out with courts on the Tuesday which was our busiest and 
also our wettest day of the week. We think we must have experienced some of the 
worst weather the tournament has seen with heavy rain on both the Tuesday and 
Wednesday, which also happened to be the two days the younger players played at 
Ecclesall, they played continuously through the rain which also meant our volunteers 
at Ecclesall had to stand through the rain as they were on court overseeing the 
matches. Hopefully this hasn’t put any off from helping us out next year. Special 
thanks also go to Pauline Andrews for the providing some beautiful bouquets, to Evie 
Heath from Beauchief for providing the BBQ and to Fiona Fellows who was our 
referee. Also thank you to the S&D committee for all their support and to John 
McGleave for adopting his second role on finals day as President and presenting all 
the trophies. Finally our thanks once again to Penny Jameel of Deuce UK who 
continues to gift all those vouchers as well as providing a ball supply service to all the 
clubs throughout the year. 
All the results from the tournament can be found on the LTA website 
http://www3.lta.org.uk/Competitions/Competition/?ctn=1-5XGNDVH 
 
5. Yorkshire LTA – Chris Day 
    Chris outlined the Yorkshire Initiative taking place at the moment. This includes;  

 Advantage Yorkshire which is where clubs can apply for grants or loans. 
 British Tennis and Venue Registration is now open. 
 Hub Clubs Initiative which is for larger clubs with strong coaching. 
 British Tennis Awards closing date is the 10th November for nominations. 
 Graves will be hosting the Winter County Cup from the 24th to 26th November. 
The Yorkshire Tennis Update leaflet was handed out before the meeting. 
John McGleave reiterated the great opportunity the Advantage Yorkshire scheme 
affords and encouraged clubs to make use of the loans and grants facility 
available. 
 

6. General Secretary – Mark Busby 
 
 The following are the main points I wish to mention: 

• There have been four committee meetings since the AGM with a 
further one planned for November and these involve dealing with a 
wide range of issues.  

• The new website has been a great success and thanks to Jess 
Redfearn for all her hard work. Online entry of match results has been 
embraced by all, so thank you all for this. Please continue to update 
the website with your contact details for Club Secretary and team 



captains. Also if you would like to change your club photo on the 
website please send us a new one.  

• The administration for the two coaching grant scheme “windows” has 
again been done by Jessica Redfearn.   

•    8 in September - £1050   
• We have agreed a new 2 year sponsorship deal with 

Slazenger/Dunlop. I would like to thank all clubs that purchased 
Slazenger or Dunlop balls through Duece, as we have a minimum level 
of 1080 dozen per year which we have achieved.   

• Thanks go to Hallamshire for allowing the Association to hold the 
annual tournament there, and to the number of clubs who offered the 
use of their courts for the senior tournament. Also thanks to Beachief 
and Ecclesall for hosting the Junior tournament plus Abbeydale and 
Graves providing additional courts. 

• It has been a difficult year for the senior tournament and as a result a 
sub-committee has been set up to look at possible changes to attract 
more entries.  

 
• I have dealt with the usual number of general enquiries from club 

secretaries and others through the website enquiries or direct to me. 
 
I would like to thank all club secretaries for their hard work and cooperation 
throughout the year. 
 
John McGleave reiterated the need for clubs to purchase the official league ball to 
ensure we hit our target.  Kay Rollings added that the £1000 per year we receive from 
Dunlop Slazenger helps the committee to ensure that affiliation and team fees are not 
increased. 
      

6. 2018 Season 
 

1. League formats (to be finalised at February 2018 meeting) 
Kevin outlined that the 2018 season would be similar to last season. 

2. Important Dates – December entry request will be sent out, January deadline for 
entry.  

3. Suggested alterations to rules and bye-laws for 2018 
 
 

1. Proposed New By-law 9c. Non-fulfilment of fixture 
A team withdrawing from a league after the fixtures have been published shall 
be fined £20. 
Comments regarding this rule change include the following; 
Kevin Folger suggested the fine should be higher. 
Bob Lamb said fines should not be too high to discourage entry. 
Kay Rolling commented that it’s the smaller clubs that struggle with players and the 
committee didn’t want a large financial penalty. 
Mick Mason commented that early entry especially to Late Summer League is an 
issue as clubs do not know their membership numbers in January. 
Claire Wood asked whether the Late Summer League fixtures could be scheduled 
later in the year.  Kevin Beaton said this was not possible as there is a continued 
results process throughout the year which does not leave sufficient time. 
Kevin Beaton also advised that there have only been four teams withdrawing this 
year so it is not a major problem. 
 

2. Proposed New By-law 14b. Rescheduling 
A match can be “rescheduled” if either of the following scenarios happens: 



I. In a 2-pair match, a team can only field one pair. 
II. In a 3-pair match, both teams can only field two pairs. 

Comments regarding this rule change were; 
This could be open to abuse from teams. 
Better wording if a team can only field one pair in a two pair match they concede the 
match. 
In a three pair match where both teams field only two pairs the results should go back 
to rubbers, sets and games.  This rule could be extended from the Ladies Rules. 
 

3. By-Law 15. Inclement weather 

Current wording: 
No re-arranged matches will be permitted during the week of the Association’s Senior 
Tournament. 
 
New wording: 
Re-arranged league matches may only be played in the Senior Tournament 
week with the agreement of the League Secretary and the Tournament 
Secretary. 

 
Comments regarding this rule change were; 

Kevin Folger thought this rule was going backwards. 

Other comments were in agreement with putting this forward for vote at the AGM. 

 
 
7. Annual Dinner – 17th November 2017 
 
 203 tickets have been sold, Jess Redfearn requested that any clubs still requiring to 

pay for their tickets this needs to be done as soon as possible. 
 
  
8. Any other business 
 

 Ladies Veterans Competition at Chesterfield will be held on the Sunday 22nd 
April. 

 Mick Mason mentioned that the appointment of League Secretary is normally 
undertaken at this meeting.  Kevin Beaton was appointed as League 
Secretary for 2018.   

 Date of the AGM was requested.  Mark Busby to advise clubs as soon as 
possible the date for the AGM. 

 Jess Redfearn requested that clubs let her know of any events that they have 
planned, so that she can put them on the S & D website and social media. 

 Kevin Folger mentioned that the grid format of the League on the website 
doesn’t seem to recognise half rubbers.  Jess Redfearn to look into this. 

 Bob Lamb advised that there were still 15 trophies, that hadn’t yet been 
returned and asked clubs to return these to him as soon as possible. 

 
   

The meeting closed at 8:50 pm. 
 

--------------------------------------- 


